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Stormwater Action Plans 

• Most pollutants enter 
watershed via stormwater 
(sediment, nutrients, litter, chemicals, 
etc.) 

• Important to manage in 
small communities 

• Added inputs make big 
impact 

• Assist in identifying 
problems and seeking 
ways to improve 

• Limited funding available, 
having a plan helps 



Stormwater Action Plans 

• Targeted communities: Elk 

Rapids, Ellsworth, Central 

Lake, Bellaire (incl. Shanty 

Creek), Alden 

• Assess inputs and impacts 

(water quality, erosion, 

flooding, etc) 

• ID major origin/entry points of 

runoff  

• ID and prioritize sites for 

improvement 



• Completed plans for Suttons 

Bay, Northport, Greilickville 

and Acme 

• Results have already been 

used to apply for funding 

Yacht Club –                                   

Buffer along shore                       

Rain garden at bottom of driveway 

Suttons Bay example 

Stormwater Action Plans 



Small Dam Inventory 

• Thousands of small dams in 

MI (under 5ft high) 

• Most have 50 yr lifespan, and 

by 2020 many will be much 

older than that 

• If not stategically managed 

dams may begin to fail, 

wreaking havoc on natural 

resources 

• Utilize form developed by 

USFWS, DNR, Huron Pines 



Small Dam Inventory 

Assess and prioritize small 

dams for potential removal: 

• Determine locations of small 

dams 

• Utilize Great Lakes Basin Dam 

Inventory Sheet 

• Produce map of locations 

• Prioritize for possible removal 


