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The TLA Board met
online through the
winter to
accommodate our
board members
who seek warmer
climates and to
stay safe from
Covid. Here is a
mug shot from our
March 2022
meeting. 

Board Members Who Served 2021-2022
We Thank You!

Officers:
President – Fred Sittel 
Vice President – Rick Doornbos 
Treasurer – Ed Gourley
Secretary – Tina Norris Fields
Immediate Past President – Mike Bertram

Zone Directors:
Zone A: Clearwater Township    
       Cheryl Lynn Fields, Tina Norris Fields
Zone B: Milton Township:            
       Rick Doornbos, Greg Fredericksen
Zone C: Torch Lake Township
       Brian Hayes, Open
Zone D: Central Lake Township
       Todd Collins, Steve Laurenz
Zone E: Forest Home Township 
       Fred Sittel, Phil Weiss
Zone F: Helena Township
       Open, Open
Zone G: Custer Township 
       Gary Knapp, Open
Zone H: Kearney Township
       Duane Drake, Gary Bart

Committee Chairs:
Water Quality – Fred Sittel
Membership – Todd Collins
Education – Steve Laurenz
Water Safety – Open
Eurasian Water Milfoil – Rick Doornbos 
Lake Monitoring – Cheryl Lynn Fields
Internship – Dean Branson

Directors Emeritus:
Lee Franseen, Stan Dole 

Administrative Assistant:
Lois Maclean

Directors At Large:
Dean Branson, Norton Bretz, Art Hoadley,
Leslie Meyers, Mike Novak

Executive Director:
Jeanie Williams



A review of 2021 and a preview of 2022

Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) awarded a $20,000
grant to the Grass River Natural Area and Three
Lakes Association to develop a management
plan for the Grass River. We are currently
meeting with stakeholder groups to learn
about how to best work toward long-term
Grass River protection and restoration. 

Latest TLA Activities: 

Professor Matt Ingle of the AuSable Institute, his
students and student researchers conducted a
zebra mussel survey on Torch Lake in summer
2022. Zebra mussel density is currently
unknown, and could play an important role in
nutrient distribution in the lake. 

This summer our ongoing research with Golden
Brown Benthic Algae will include experiments
that test the response of benthic algae in
different regimens of nutrient availability. We
will also collect benthic algae from multiple
lakes in the region to look for patterns in algal
species distribution and nutrient composition
across lakes.  

A major report on our seven years of work with
Golden Brown Algae was released at the end of
2021. This report details the nutrient studies we
have performed under the guidance of Dr. Jan
Stevenson, algae researcher at Michigan State
University. It also suggests future directions for
study. Our newsletters in 2022 have been
summarizing the results of this work in
digestible yet detailed articles. Please check
them out on our website: 3lakes.com. 

Two years of strategic chemical treatment of
Eurasian water milfoil in Torch Lake has been
successful. Patches are smaller in all cases and
in some cases gone altogether. With our
partners at Torch Lake Protection Alliance we
will continue to survey and manage this
invasive species long-term. 

Graphic from GBA report

Nutrient Diffusion Device

Grass River Connects Meeting

AuSable Researchers



A review of 2021 and a preview of 2022

We honored long-term board member and
change-maker Dean Branson for his years of
service and un-matched project work with a
June gathering at the Grass River Natural Area.

Latest TLA Activities: 

Dozens of researchers, government agency
representatives, environmental science
students, and local volunteers met on June 10,
2022 to discuss the future of water quality
monitoring and golden brown algae research
on Torch Lake. The hope is that this meeting
will lead to long-term partnerships and data
collection, and a more thorough
understanding of the causes and dynamics of
bottom algae in our lakes. 

For our 2022 internship program, six stellar
students from area high schools are collecting
species that live at the bottom of Lake Bellaire and
Torch Lake: mussels, insect larvae, snails, and other
tiny invertebrates. They will make comparisons to a
similar study done in 2007. Ongoing support
comes from the Gerrit Lee Wiedra Memorial Fund.

A complete aquatic plant survey was
conducted on Torch Lake in summer 2021.
The Dole Family Foundation funded the
majority of the work, which was performed by
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council. Torch Lake
Protection Alliance partnered on the project.
See our website for the full report: 3lakes.com. 

For the second year we are joining Torch
Conservation Center and Torch Lake
Protection Alliance to deliver postcards to all
Riparians that give tips on lifestyle choices that
support good water quality.

Linkages between Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council and TLA are strengthening, allowing us
to take better advantage of their expertise,
resources, and therefore deliver stronger
programs and better lake protection.

2022 TLA Interns

Torch Lake Management Meeetjng

Dean Branson Appreciation Event

First Stewardship Postcard 2022



Our members and donors make the work of
TLA possible. Thank you for your commitment
to water protection. 2022 members and donors

Life members

Anonymous (3)
Willis G. Ashby
Margaret & Brad Baxter *
Carsten & Leigh Beith
Jeff & Stephanie Bigelow
Richard J. and Susan
Bingham *
Reg & Ann Bird
Bob Black
Mr. & Mrs. J.A. Blanchard, III
Jerry & Hendrieka Bloom *
John & Marianne Boukamp
Norton & Mary Lee Bretz *
Bud & Donna Brian
Barbara Brownell *
Craig & Martha Burns
Sue Burns
Thomas & Pam Caldwell
Beverly and Scott Clode
Tom & Peg Comfort
Lewis Cooper III
DeWitt Marine 
Betsy & Stanley Dole, Jr.
Duane & Patricia A. Drake
Dr. J. & Nancy Edleman
Larry & Tina Fields
Leonard & Karen Franseen *
Richard & Constance Garcia
Edward & Sandra Gourley *
Dale Hanson
Robert & Julia Heidt Jr.
Lisa Hildorf and Mark
Castellani
David L Hunstad M.D.
Katie Hunter
William & Bonnie Kumm
James & Mary LaFleur
Thomas & Deborah Lance
Patricia Liesik & Phyllis
Louria
Ray Loeschner
Richard & Cheryl Maury
Merrill & Jena Morey *

*Additional donation in 2022

Eric & Maria Morgan
Tye Nordberg *
Richard & Vickilyn Olsafsky *
F. Verne Powell
David & Susan Reck *
Susan Sarin
Albert & Amelia Scaglione
Carl Schiele
Josh Scott
Dr. John N. Sheagren *
Dr. Darnell Torch
Chiropractic
Charles & Chris Ward

Benefactor: 
$1000+
Rob & Linda Lanphier
Jeff & Karen Swarbrick

Tim & Deb Broderick
Chris & Cindy Coble
Peter & Susanne Keller
Brian Klaus
Duane & Jill Meyer
Thomas & Susan Palmer
Mark & Sherie Priest
Schuss Mt. P.O.A 
Alan & Stacy Sollenberger
Christian & Anja Stoldt
Scott and Stephanie Trezise

Steward: 
$500-999

Leader: $250-499
Anonymous (3)
Michael & Kathleen Babb
John Carmichael
Rick & Sandy Doornbos
Bob & Beth Hough
Howell & Wagner Family
Foundation 

Thomas & Elizabeth Irwin
Steve Lawrence
Kevin & Sue Malone
William & Judith Owen
Cliff & Cherie Pixler
David & Tracey Prindiville
Dennis & Nancy Richardson
Robinson Family Partnership 
Jack Spence & Katherine Yih
James & Gail Straith
Larry Warner

Donor: $100-249
Anonymous (51)
James & Susan Abdnor
Meg & Glen Ackerman
Jeff & Susan Alexandrowicz
Rob Allen
Marjorie (M.J) Anderson
L. Louis and Mandy
Andreopoulos
D. Karen Andrews
Cory Arsnoe
Gerald & Terrie Ash
Randy & Peg Asmus
Rich Bandlow
Robert & Jennifer Banks
Toby Beach
Robert Beasley
Frederick & Kathryn Bechtold
Albert & Janet Bernat
Mike & Phyllis Bertram
Charles Bingham III
Carrol Blake
Gregg & Judith Blaszak
William Blessed
Gary & Linda Bokerman
Rick & Holly Bolhouse
Bill Bornor & Penny Wallace
Brian & Laura Bosgraaf
Dean & Sharon Branson
Dan & Jeri Lynn Braunlin
Buzz & Linda Bryson
Curt & Beverly Bunte

Barbara Cannon
Richard Cicone
Richard & Constance Claar
The Clamelot Company LLC
Ana Clarkson
Mitchell & Lori Clauw
Bob & Dorothy Clore
Ernest Todd Collins
Robert & Rita Cook
Leslie & Robert Cooper
Pat & Judy Corso
Susan Courtright
Jeffrey Covey
Evan Craig, ROMYR, INC.
Jay & Tami Crank
Barbara Cribar
John & Pat Curtis
Peter Daily
Suzanne K. Davies
Marjorie DeCapite
Greg & Sarah Dickey
Dan Doherty & Nancy
Pawlowski
Elizabeth Dowling
Ken & Claudia Drake
Ralph G. Dunlop Jr.
Richard and Sheila Durda
William Dvorak & Gela
Boebel
Mark & Deborah Eberly
Robert Edwards Family
Cottage LLC
Leo Eisenberg
Kristin Elbert
Jeff & Linda Elson
Barbara Fain
James Fisher
Michael Fitzsimmons
Dick & Jan Folk
Dale & Bridget Fox
Scott & Dana Fraim
Michael & Delene Franchi
David Frankel and Sharon
Tyson
Gregory Fredericksen
William & Constance Frey



2022 members and donors continued

Donor: $100-249
continued
AnonTom & Carol Fricke
Michael & Carolyn Galsterer
David & Marian Geohegan
James & Lucy Gerlach
Al & Marilyn Gibbs
James Grady
Michael & Ann Green
Drs. Jeffrey & Donna Green
Christopher Green
Mel Gregware
Dave and Virginia Griffis
Michael & Mary Haley
Ted & Jeanne Hammond
(Edward)
Richard M. & Anna L. Hannan
Dennis & Lorna Harrell
Jim Harris
Tim & Lori Hausbeck
David & Joan Heinz
Richard Hendershott
Annabelle Henley
Chris and Laurie Herb
The Herrington - Fitch Family
Foundation
Willliam & Debbie Hershey
HFLP, LLC 
Alan B & Cynthia Hickman
Doug & Martee Hickman / Nifty
Things
Christopher Hilton
Don Hirt
Stephen Hoadley
Patrick & Stephanie Howell
David Hulefeld
Robert & Evelyn Isgrigg
Barnaby & Linda Jacob
Susan Jeffery
Mera Jetton Kohler
Judy Jones
Griffith & Ivanka Jordan
Ray & Marguerite Karabin
Robert & Mary Keedy
Steve & Wendy Kelley
Patrick & Sue Kelly
Karen Kerrigan
William & June Kirwin
Tom Kirwin
David Knight

Jim Kowal
Kevin Krauss
Kurt & Susan Kuck
Mic & Mary Lajiness
Mike & Helen Lambert
John P. Lambert
Steven & Linda
Laurenz
Douglas & Ellen Law
Brad & Nancy Lawton
Bruce R. Leech
Jeanne Lenz
Greg Leschuk
Michael & Sandra
Lininger
Tom & Lucy Lloyd
Ron & Sheri Loeb
Michael Lucido
Ron Lynch
John Mach
Clifford Maine
Frank & Elizabeth
Malone
Dennis & Debra
Malone
Jeff & Margie Manley
Charles Mann
Bo Manning and
Catalina Salas
Fredrick Manuel
Thomas & Dolores
Marsh
Jane & David Martin
Matthew & Laurie
McAuliffe
James McClurg
Susan McLean
Roy & Dolores McNish
Janet McNish
Eddie & Linda Miller
Robert Milliron
Richard & Diana Milock
Bruce D. & Karen
Mitchell
Jay Mittner & Cristina
Torres
James & Janet
Montgomery Jr.
Kirk Morey
Patrick Morrissey
Beth Mountjoy

David & Jean Muntz
Eva Nelson
Roy & Susan Nichols
John & Catherine Nicholson
Tom & Anita Nordberg
Rebecca M. Norris
Todd & Minda Norris
Mike Novak
Deborah Obrecht
Patrick & Linda O'Leary
Judith Oswald
David & Debbie Ott
Jerry & Linda Ozanne
J.P. & Cynthia Patti
Rodney Pease
Patricia Pellett
Gary & Lyn Petty
Paul & Carole Poljan
Mary Ann Porter
Betsy Powell
George & Nancy Powell
June Prein
Judi & David Pressick
Robert C. Probst
Franz & Helen Pussel Jr.
Fred & Gwen Rakunas
Nancy Reed Twiss
Karen Rolf
Michael & Sharon Root
Bruce & Susan Ross
Keith Ross
Katie Roth
Paul & Patricia Roush
Hal & Sue Rummery
Matthew Ryan
Cheryl Sallwasser
Gary & Jill Scheitler
Dan & Pat Schmick
George & Darlene Schneller
Susan Schuler
Theresa Schurman
Max & Ann Schwandt
Lee & Doris Scott
David & Cindy Senatore
Frederick Sevald
James & Karen Sheppard
Michael Shubeck
Amy & Clark Shuler
Elizabeth Siebenthaler
Tom & Pam Siegenthaler

Fred & Susan Sittel
Tom Willette & Bonnie
Southerland
Tom & Deborah Southworth
Julie Spalding & Michael
Moquin
Bob & Jill Spencer
Karen & Ted Stone
Robert & Ruth Stow
Jannifer Stromberg
Charles & Judith Stuart
Betse Stuart & Dave Cudney
Summit Village Assoc. of
Shanty Creek
Mark & Marsha Suszan
Kjell & Sue Svensson
Beverly & James Taup
Marjorie Teglhoj
Ralph & Barbara Thayer
Gary & Lori Thelen
Anna Tobiczyk
Theodore Tubekis
Laura Van Vlack
Barbara VanPelt & David
Varga
Tom & Susan Verellen
Village Market 
David & Beverly Visser
Thomas & Kathleen Volle
Kenneth Warnke
Gerald Warren
Tom & Jane Weaver
David & Nicole Webb
Richard Welsh
George & Lucille Westerman
Jim White
Robert & Barbara Widmer
Carolyn Wierda
Glenn (Casey) Wiggins
Todd & Laura Wilcox
Frank & Judy Wilhelme
Marilee Williams
Jeff and Janet Williams
Jeanette Williams
Mark Williamsen
Yates Family 
Timothy & Josephine Young
Barbara Young
Scott Zimpher
John Zoller



2022 members and donors continued

Basic: $1-99
Anonymous (12)
Robert Anderson
Laura Avery
George Bacon
Bob & Priscilla Baker
Gary & Carla Bart
James Behrendt
Truman & Linda Bicum
John & Barbara Carton
Elizabeth Charlton
Cindy Collins
Donald Paul & Mary Command
Mark Cowles
Dan & Amy Crites
James Cross
Bob Davidson
Linda Dean
Gerald & Lynne Delling
Bryan & Patty Edmonson
Cheryl Lynn Fields
William French & Jennifer
Dawson
James & Sheri Greenhoe
Donna Gundle-Krieg
William Gurevich

Barbara Hanson
Byrne & Hope Harmon
Carl and Susan
Hartmann
Phil & Carol Heles
Arthur & Carol Hoadley
Robert Hockenberger
Janet & Kathryn Horton
Gerald Hummel
Melanie Huttenga
Ted & Gretchen Iorio
Heather Irvine
Linda Kennedy
Janet Killian
Gary & Sue Knapp
Jon & Janet Koch
Don Kurowski
Mark & Kerry Kurowski
Lakeside Properties
Real Estate
Benjamin Lane
Mike & Becky Lanham
Kirk & Connie Lignell
Robert Logee
Ray Ludwa
Rita MacKay
Ann McClelland

John Spotts
Marilyn Strader
Robert Sullivan
Michael & Pauline
Suszan
Judy Ward Baer
Terry & Liedewey
Weaver
Ted & Joy Whittlesey
Craig Williamson
Camp Hayo-Went-Ha
YMCA
Zeeb Family 
Harry Zientek

Rick & Leslie Meyers
Col. Thomas W. Miller
(Ret.)
Keene Guidry & Murray
Moore
Bill & Lindy Munn
Audrey Murtland
Roberta Mylan
Patricia Narwold
Betsie Norris
Sue Palermo
Matthew & Michelle
Pierce
Margaret Pierce
Nancy Podurgiel
Wade E. Roush
Thomas & Marisa
Rowe
Dorothy Schaefer
Tony & Anne Schmidt
Judi Schneider
J Hans Schwab
Keene Guidry & Murray 
Brett & Barbara
Seabury
Ruth Ann Silvernail
Jim & Diane Slagle

Memorial
Contributions
People go here


