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Meet our Board

Officers:

President — Fred Sittel

Vice President — Rick Doornbos
Treasurer — Ed Gourley
Secretary — Greg Fredericksen
Past President — Mike Bertram

Committee Chairs:
Water Quality — Rick Doornbos
Membership — Open
Education — Steve Laurenz

Publicity - Chris Herb
Lake Monitoring — Open

Executive Director:

Lois Maclean

Directors Emeriti for Life:

Tina Norris Fields, Becky Norris, Norton Bretz

Our Mission:

Zone Directors:

Zone A: Clearwater Township:
Open 2025, Open 2026
Zone B: Milton Township:
Rick Doornbos, Greg Fredericksen
Zone C: Torch Lake Township:
Casey Wiggins , Open
Zone D: Central Lake Township:
Steve Laurenz, Brian Hayes
Zone E: Forest Home Township:
Fred Sittel, Chris Herb
Zone F: Helena Township:
Mike Haley, Open
Zone G: Custer Township:
Gary Knapp, Sheri Greenhoe
Zone H: Kearney Township:
Gary Bart, Open

Directors at Large:

Art Hoadley, Mike Novak

Provide leadership to preserve, protect, and improve the environmental
guality of the Elk River Chain of Lakes Watershed for all generations with
emphasis on Lake Bellaire, Clam Lake, Torch Lake and their tributaries.



RECENT ACTIVITIES

Volunteer Lake Monitoring

TLA has been monitoring water quality in Bellaire, Clam,
and Torch Lakes for over twenty years to determine long
term trends and detect early warning signals. Monitoring
consists of water clarity measurements and Chlorophyl-a
samples every two weeks. Mid-lake phosphorous samples
are taken in the Spring and Fall to keep an eye on nutrient
levels. Our data is sent to the Watershed Council which
publishes an annual report on the trophic status of each
lake and water quality trends.

Aerial GBA Monitoring

TLA board member Art Hoadley made this
year’s first bi-annual survey flight of the
Torch Lake and Lake Bellaire shorelines in
early May. He has been keeping an eye
on GBA in our lakes for over twelve years
averaging more than 1000 pictures per
flight. They help us understand both multi-
year and seasonal growth trends and are
being used by Dr. Jan Stevenson as part
of his GBA research activities.

GBA Research

Our work with Dr. Jan Stevenson to find out why
Golden Brown Algae has increased in abundance
in Torch Lake continues this year. Shallow water
samples were collected at six sites around Torch
Lake in May and June as part of the twenty site
survey project. Dr. Stevenson also sampled six
deep water sites in May. He will be correlating his
observations with TLA aerial photographs. At the
request of the new Hayo-Went-Ha CEO,
campers will have an opportunity to view our
sampling work and ask questions about water
quality projects. TLA research is being
coordinated with a USGS study sponsored by
Torch Lake Protection Alliance. In combination,
these studies hope to identify whether human
activities led to an increased abundance of
benthic algae.




RECENT ACTIVITIES

Summer Intern Program

This summer three students from area high schools
are studying the density of invasive mussels
upstream of Torch Lake. Carter Massey of Bellaire
H.S. and Annabelle England and Addison Novath of
Kalkaska H.S., are being led by program manager
and former TLA executive director Jeannie Williams.
Along with their adult mentors and volunteer boat
captains the interns are spending their Thursday
mornings collecting samples along transects of Clam
Lake, Grass River and Lake Bellaire. Zebra mussels
were found to be present in each waterbody but only
two small Quagga mussels were identified, both in
Lake Bellaire. Zebra mussels in Lake Bellaire were
found most abundant at a depth of around forty feet.
Video of the sampling device approaching the
bottom of the lake produced images similar to the
mussel colonies seen in video of the deeper waters
of Torch Lake collected last summer, confirming that
much of the extent of the invasive mussel infestation
in our lakes lies beyond observation by most lake
users. The interns will also be evaluating a technique
to compare the mussel colonization rate between
lakes. Special crates containing hard surfaces were
placed in each of the waterbodies this Spring. The
interns will be retrieving some of the plates in August
to learn how many mussel larvae have attached
themselves to these surfaces.

Eurasian Water Milfoil

The Invasive Plant team conducted its annual
observations at fifteen sites in mid-July. In
addition to direct observation from the surface,
they are also using an underwater camera to
confirm the presence of EWM. Treatment
actions will take place in early September
wherever necessary. Growth was light to modest
for this time of year at previously treated sites
which confirmed the effectiveness of last year’s
control strategies. TLA has joined forces with
members of Torch Lake Protection Alliance to
monitor and treat the known sites of invasive
Eurasian Water Milfoil in Torch Lake.



RECENT ACTIVITIES

Community Education

Our annual event in July was held at the Shanty
Creek Beach Club pavilion and brought
interested members of the public together in a
relaxing atmosphere to learn about important
issues affecting our lakes and the environment.
Attendees leaned about fish stocking and health
issues impacting the local fishery from DNR
fisheries biologist Heather Hettinger. Deana
Jerdee, Executive director of Paddle Antrim,
highlighted their organization's efforts to
promote water safety and enjoyment and local
volunteer Gary Westerfeld gave an update on
efforts needed to protect oak trees from oak wilt
which is threatening trees in our watershed.
Attendees also heard an update on issues
facing the Bellaire Waste Water Treatment
Plant. TLA is following changes required by the
State to bring the plant back into permit
compliance. We are tracking the monthly
discharge monitoring reports, paying close
attention to limits on the phosphorus released
and working with the enforcement division of the
Department of Environment, Great Lakes and
Energy to make sure effluent quality limits will
not be relaxed at permit renewal scheduled for
October this year. The event also included our
first silent auction that raised more than $1800
in support of the Science Education Outreach
Program (SEOP) which provides grants to local
teachers for science based field trips and
projects. Thank you to everyone who
participated in the silent auction!




RECENT ACTIVITIES

E. coli Monitoring

The first samples from Eastport and Wilkinson
Creek for E. coli monitoring were collected in
July by the sampling team of Trish Narwold and
Bob Milliron. Additional samples will be
collected from other tributaries later this
summer. Director Emeritus Becky Norris is
handling the required paperwork and shuttling
samples to the lab within the required six hour
time window. If bacteria levels are sufficiently
high they will be analyzed using molecular
techniques to determine if the source is human.

Science Education

Outreach Program

The goal of SEOP is to help cultivate
stewardship of the environment in young people
who are the next generation that will care for
our watershed. Our goal is to work with science

teachers in the school districts of Central Lake,
Bellaire, Kalkaska, and Mancelona. This year
we awarded grants to thirteen teachers,
providing just under $7000 for hands-on
activities and field trips that encourage the
future stewards of our lakes to love and
appreciate our natural resources.

Grants and Funding

A $1000 grant from Paddle Antrim’s “Ripple Effect” grant
program is helping to offset costs of our Golden Brown Algae
research in Torch Lake. Local businessman Gordy Schafer
made a $3000 donation in the name of long time board member
Todd Collins who passed away in July, to TLA's SEOP. The Gerrit
Lee Wierda Memorial Fund helps to fund our internship
program. The Dole Family Foundation helps to fund our water
quality studies and TLA applied to the Dole Family Foundation for
funding to cover additional expenses related to this year’s intern
program. We sincerely appreciate the funding of our work to
preserve and protect our waters!
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Basic up to $99
Laura Avery Remley
Gary & Carla Bart
Truman & Linda Bicum
Robert Brayton

Gary & Linnea Brunk
John & Barbara Carton
Joe & Nancy Chrzanowski
Mark Cowles

Bob Davidson

Suzanne K. Davies

Larry Dittmar

Brian and Michelle Duly
Bryan & Patty Edmonson
Jim & Terry Ferguson
Cheryl Lynn Fields
William French & Jennifer Dawson
Tammy & Mark Gardner
Donna Gundle-Krieg
William Gurevich

Dennis & Flora Hautau
Higgins Lake Foundation
Melinda & David Hileman
Arthur & Carol Hoadley
Janet & Kathryn Horton
Melanie Huttenga

David Ingell

Ted & Gretchen lorio
Doug & Amber Irrer
Heather Irvine

Sorgi Jerry

Susan Judson

Linda and Bill Kennedy
Ron & Bonnie Kershner
Gary & Sue Knapp
Norbert & Nancy Kollin
Thomas & Mary Lane
Benjamin & Hillary Lane
Mike & Becky Lanham
Beth Lavasseur

Kirk & Connie Lignell
Robert Logee

Marsie Martien

Ann McClelland

Geary McLaughlin

Rick & Leslie Meyers
Greg Miller

Keene Guidry & Murray Moore
Jeri Mulder

Bill & Lindy Munn
Audrey Murtland
Patricial Narwold
Betsie Norris

Sue Palermo

Terry & Rebecca Patton
Margaret Pierce

Cliff & Cherie Pixler
Janet Prote

Mary A. Richards

Mary D. Richards
Bonnie Richards

Tony & Anne Schmidt
Jim & Diane Slagle
John Spotts

Meta Steeb

Michael Suszan

Scott Thompson

Neil & Lisa Tyson

Don & Susan Venburg
Laura Wilcox

Mark Zinn

Cheryl Sallwasser
Donald Paul & Mary Command
Lakeside Properties Real Estate
Harry Zientek

Donor 100 - 249

James & Susan Abdnor

Meg & Glen Ackerman

Rob Allen

Katherine Amerman & John Vogel
Linda Anderson-Jarosz

L. Louis and Mandy Andreopoulos
Cory Arsnoe

Jean G. Ashby / Kenneth Burger
Randy & Peg Asmus
Patricia Avery

Michael & Kathleen Babb
Bob & Priscilla Baker
Robert & Jennifer Banks

Robert Barron

Toby Beach

Henry Berger

Chris & Francine Bergstrom
Albert & Janet Bernat
Steve & Pat Biegel
Sandra and Ronald Bielak
CharlesBingham IlI

Carrol Blake

Gregg & Judith Blaszak
William Blessed

Holly Bolhouse

Daniel & Kay Boone

Dan & Jeri LynnBraunlin
Art & Cathy Brereton
Richard Cicone & Carolyn Burke
Jeff Burkhart

Andrew Calcaterra
Barbara Cannon

Albert D. Cash

Mark & Susan Cetnar
Don Chakeres

Gary Chenoweth

William Christensen

Rick & Kristin Claar
Mitchell & Lori Clauw
Bob & Dorothy Clore
Allan Cogan

Gregory Cooksey

Leslie & Robert Cooper
Pat & Judy Corso

Jeff Covy

Barbara Cribar

Kristine Crossman

Greg & Sarah Dickey

Dan Doherty & Nancy Pawlowski
Elizabeth Dowling

Ken & Claudia Drake
Ralph G. Dunlop Jr.
Richard and Sheila Durda
William Dvorak & Gela Boebel
Mark & Deborah Eberly
Deborah Ehrlich

Leo Eisenberg

Kristin Elbert

Elivo Cottage

Jeff & Linda Elson
Barbara Fain

Our members and donors make the important work of TLA possible.
Thank you for your commitment to water protection!

James & Deborah Fellowes
Kris & Terry Finn

Michael Fitzsimmons & Hope Haefner
Dick & Jan Folk

Dale & Bridget Fox

Greg & Karen Fredericksen
William & Constance Frey
Karen Gallagher

Arnold & Diane Gartner
Susan Gates

James & Lucy Gerlach

Al & Marilyn Gibbs

Drs. Jeffrey & Donna Green
Christopher Green

James & Sheri Greenhoe
Mel Gregware

Adam Grinde

Kreg & Jennifer Gruber

John Julie Hamaty

Ted & Jeanne Hammond (Edward)
Rich & Anna Hannan
Barbara Hanson

Dennis Harrell

Phil & Carol Heles

Bill & Kim Hendry
Annabelle Henley

The Herrington - Fitch Family Foundation
Willliam & Debbie Hershey HFLP, LLC
Alan B & Cynthia Hickman
Doug & Martee Hickman / Nifty Things
Randy & Jeanne Hicks
Stephen Hoadley

Robert Hockenberger

David Horne

Jeff Hotaling

Patrick & Stephanie Howell
Ivan A. Huntoon

Laura lafrate

Joyce Isenga

Robert & Evelyn Isgrigg
Sally Jaynes

Susan Jeffery

Mera Jetton Kohler

Sonia Jetty

Judy Jones

Robert & Mary Keedy

Peter & Susanne Keller
Patrick & Sue Kelly



Karen Kerrigan

Ronald & Linda Kirkpatrick
Kathryn Kirn

William & June Kirwin
David Knight

Jim Kowal

Kevin & Molly Krauss
Doug & Tina Krizanic

Ken Kuzma

Mike & Helen Lambert
Barry & Cela Laughlin
Douglas & Ellen Law
Bruce R. Leech

Greg Leschuk

Sandy & Rick Leweke
Michael & Sandra Lininger
Tom & Lucy Lloyd

Ron & Sheri Loeb

Ron & Sheri Loeb

Chris & Amy Loomis

Ron Lynch

Robert Lytle

John Mach

Rita MacKay

Jodi MacKenzie

Lois MacLean

Clifford Maine

Frank & Elizabeth Malone
CharlesMann

Thomas & Dolores Marsh
Jane & David Martin

Ken & Kathy Masck

Chris & Pam McCoy

Mike & Nancy McCoy
Nancy McCully

Nancy Meleski

Chris and Donna Miliano
Eddie & Linda Miller

Col. Thomas W. Miller (Ret.)
Robert Milliron

Richard & Diana Milock
Bruce D. & Karen Mitchell
Jay Mittner & Cristina Torres
James & Janet Montgomery Jr.
Kirk Morey

Patrick Morrissey

Douglas & Chandra Morse
Beth Mountjoy

David & Jean Muntz
Thomas Nestor

Dave & Kristy Nichols
Catherine Nicholson
Timothy & Wendy Nickels
Rebecca M. Norris

Todd & Minda Norris
Mike & Sue Novak
Deborah Obrecht

Patrick & Linda O'Leary
Judith Oswald

Jerry & Linda Ozanne
Tim Palmisano

George & Donna Parker
Laura and David Pauwels
Rodney Pease

Stephanie Pereira

Gary & Lyn Petty

Beverly Pickett

Thomas Pierce & Mary Beth Kazaski
Ed & Julia Pietrowicz
Pine Hill Nursery

Paul & Carole Poljan
Larry & Susan Ponemon
George & Nancy Powell
Betsy Powell

June Prein

Robert C. Probst

Gwen Rakunas

David & Donna Ribick
Michael Rontal

Michael & Sharon Root
Bruce & Susan Ross
Keith Ross

Denise Rossi

Katie Roth

Paul & Patricia Roush
Hal & Sue Rummery

Dan & Julie Rush

Kristin Scarlata

Dan & Pat Schmick
Jonathan Schmidt

Judi Schneider

George & Darlene Schneller
Dave & Erica Schulze
Theresa Schurman

Max & Ann Schwandt
Lee & Doris Scott

Brett & Barbara Seabury
David & Cindy Senatore
James & Karen Sheppard
Shorts Brewing Company

David Sibbold

Tom & Pam Siegenthaler
Ruth Ann Silvernail

Jim & Susan Sington

Fred & Susan Sittel

Aaron & Donene Smith
Andrea Smith

Dan & Martha Soenen

Tom Willette & Bonnie Southerland
Tom Southworth

Debbi Stevens

Karen & Ted Stone

Robert & Ruth Stow

James & Gail Straith

Summit Village Assoc. of Shanty Creek
Mark & Marsha Suszan

Jim Tambling & Chris Woodling
James Taup

Marjorie Teglhoj

Lamont Thurston

Laura Van Vlack

Eric VanAcker

Barbara VanPelt and David Varga
Daniel Verderbar

Tom & Susan Verellen
Village Market

David & Beverly Visser
Thomas & Kathleen Volle
Kim & Deborah Ware

Tom & Jane Weaver

George & Lucille Westerman
Jim White

Ted & Joy Whittlesey
Carolyn Wierda

Frank & Judy Wilhelme

Jeff and Janet Williams
Marilee Williams

Barbara Young

Timothy & Josephine Young
Sam & Teri Yunus

Zeeb Family

Scott Zimpher

John Zoller

Jeff & Susan Alexandrowicz
Bob & Amy Barickman
Frederick & Kathryn Bechtold
Cooper Strategic LLC

Bryan Coughlin

James Cross

Stanley Cybulla

George Fogel

Scott & Dana Fraim

David Frankel & Sharon Tyson
Christian Fuller

Dave and Virginia Griffis
Kathleen Haglage
Richard Hendershott
Diane Hinshaw

Steve Jessmore

Mark Lemke

Kyle McLeod

Judi & David Pressick
Dave & Lisa Sowers
Kerry Steck

Kjell & Sue Svensson
Kenneth Warnke

Glenn (Casey) Wiggins
Nancy Podurgiel

David Hulefeld

The Hayes Family

Mic & Mary Lajiness
Mary Ann Porter

Fred & Carolee Rolf
Frederick Sevald

Dennis Bruce

Sharon Gunn

Michael & Mary Haley
David & Joan Heinz
Thomas & Elizabeth Irwin
Ray & Nancy Ludwa
Sally Miller

Ron Reffitt

Jannifer Stromberg

Ed & Wende Werkmeister
Craig & Caron Williamson
Steve & Cathy Hilfinger

Leader 250 - 499
Alden State Bank

Joseph Berkowski & Ina Fernandez
Brian & Laura Bosgraaf

J Lewis Cooper Jr

John & Pat Curtis

David Fichera

Carol Fricke

Michael & Carolyn Galsterer
Dan and Ann Isola

Jim & Amy Keane

Tom Kirwin



Brad & Nancy Lawton
Michael Lucido

Laurie McAuliffe

James McClurg

Gavin & Allison McDermott
Tom Meyer

John Packer

J.P. & Cynthia Patti

Cliff & Cherie Pixler

David & Tracey Prindiville
Josh Reed

Dennis & Nancy Richardson
Tom Mike & Barb Schowalter
Gary Seiter

David & Patti Selvius
Michael Shubeck

Amy & Clark Shuler

Paula Shuler & Joe Schaap
Jack Spence & Katherine Yih
Joe Ursuy

Robert Warner

D. Karen Andrews

Curt & Beverly Bunte
Stephen & Janice Carlson
Ernest Todd Collins

Rick & Sandy Doornbos
Kurtis & Lynn Finch

James Fisher

Rick & Lundy Harwood
Linda Miller

William & Judith Owen

Steward

500-999

Tim & Deb Broderick
Jonathan & Wendy DeWys
Howell & Wagner Family Foundation
Gerald Kolb

Ann & Kevin Lynch

Mark & Sherie Priest

Mark Schostak

Schuss Mt. PO.A

Alan & Stacy Sollenberger
Gary & Jill Scheitler
Kathleen Brodhag

Duane & Jill Meyer

Benefactor
1000-1999

Suzanne Chumura

Rob & Linda Lanphier
Chris Coble

New Life Member
Christian & Anja Stoldt

Life Members

Willis G. Ashby

Margaret & Brad Baxter *
Carsten & Leigh Beith

Jeff & Stephanie Bigelow*
Richard J. and Susan Bingham*
Reg & Ann Bird

Bob Black

Mr. & Mrs. J.A. Blanchard, IlI
Jerry & Hendrieka Bloom
John & Marianne Boukamp
Norton & Mary Lee Bretz
Bud & Donna Brian
Barbara Brownell

Craig & Martha Burns

Sue Burns

Thomas & Pam Caldwell
Beverly and Scott Clode
Tom & Peg Comfort

Lewis Cooper llI

DeWitt Marine

Betsy & Stanley Dole, Jr.
Patricia A. Drake

Dr. J. & Nancy Edleman
Larry & Tina Fields

Karen Franseen*

Richard & Constance Garcia
Edward & Sandra Gourley*
Dale Hanson*

Brian Hayes*

Robert & Julia Heidt Jr.

Lisa Hildorf and Mark Castellani
David L. Hunstad M.D.
Katie Hunter

Barnaby & Linda Jacob
Elise Johnson

William & Bonnie Kumm
James & Mary LaFleur
Thomas & Deborah Lance
Patricia Liesik & Phyllis Louria
Ray Loeschner

Richard & Cheryl Maury
Merrill & Jena Morey

Eric & Maria Morgan

Tye Nordberg*

Richard & Vickilyn Olsafsky*
F. Verne Powell

David & Susan Reck*
Susan Sarin

Albert & Amelia Scaglione
Carl Schiele

Josh Scott

Dr. John N. Sheagren

Todd & Jennifer Stone
Michael Thomas

Dr. Darnell Torch Chiropractic
Charles & ChrisWard

* indicates additional donation

Additonal
Donations:
Christopher Avery
Margaret & Brad Baxter
Jeff & Stephanie Bigelow
Richard J. and Susan Bingham
Mike and Fiona Bork

llene Cottington

Evan Craig, ROMYR, INC.
Dan & Amy Crites

Rick & Sandy Doornbos
Dick & Jan Folk

Karen Franseen

Greg and Karen Fredericksen
Mark and Kristen Freund
Ross Fujii

Marnie Gizzie

Edward & Sandra Gourley
Dave and Virginia Griffis
George & Lisa Grobar
Kreg & Jennifer Gruber
Dale Hanson

Susan Hartmann

Brian Hayes

Don Hirt

Janet Killian

Brian Klaus

Bruce & Susie Klunzinger
Jon & Janet Koch

Kenneth Kubitschek
Steven & Linda Laurenz
Stephen Miley

Roberta Mylan

Tye Nordberg

Richard & Vickilyn Olsafsky
Thomas & Susan Palmer

June Prein

David & Susan Reck
Katie Roth

Matthew Ryan

Gordy Schafer

Karen Schott

Christian & Anja Stoldt
Marilyn Strader
Elizabeth H Stuart
James Taup

Ralph & Barbara Thayer
David & Nicole Webb
John Zoller
Anonymous

Donations

in memory of:
Dr. Bob Caulins

Todd Collins

Nancy Hanson
Hartmann Family
Chuck and Judy Stuart

SEOP fundraiser

Donations

1914 Cellars

A Ga Ming Golf
Advanced Auto
American Business Solutions
Antrim Dells
Bachmann'’s Store
Bellaire Vet Hospital
Betsy Dole

Butch's Tackle & Marine
Chris & Laurie Herb
Family Fare

Gordy Schafer

Iron Pig

King Orchard

Leslie Meyers

Lois MacLean

Mark Stone / Michigan Maps
Michael's Unique Visions
Myrtle & Maude's
PickleU

Providence Farm

Shanty Creek Golf

Sheri Greenhoe

Torch Lake Café
Uniquely North
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