
57th Annual 

Meeting

August 3, 2023

5 - 8 PM

Beach Club

Welcome to TLA’s annual meeting and thank you for your support in our 57th year! It is 

our members and volunteers that make protecting the lakes and the environment 

possible. This summer TLA volunteers have again been monitoring water quality in the 

three lakes and for the first time in the lower Intermediate River, removing invasive 

aquatic species, exploring the deep benthos of Torch Lake, building TLA’s presence on 

social media, promoting environmental science in area classrooms and collaborating 

with sister organizations and academic researchers.  

TLA’s high school summer interns are literally opening our eyes to an extensive 

colonization of Torch Lake by invasive quagga mussels through their creative 

combination of underwater video imaging and sediment sampling at depths to 175 feet. 

Michigan State University biologist Dr. Jan Stevenson is continuing his research into the 

causes of Golden Brown Algae with both financial and volunteer support from TLA. 

Some of his work this year and next is being coordinated with a U.S. Geological Survey 

project attempting to measure temporal and spatial variations in Torch Lake water 

chemistry. 

 

At TLA, we feel the most effective way to preserve water quality over the long term is by 

engaging the community in water quality monitoring, maintaining a healthy ecosystem 

and remediating problems when they occur by working alongside academic researchers 

and water quality professionals. We are privileged to have a growing membership and 

people willing to get their hands and feet wet. There are also other opportunities to get 

involved such as making a two-year commitment to serve on the board as a zone 

director and chairing a committee. Together, people are making the difference in 

preserving our water resources.

Fred Sittel

President’s Message



Agenda

Minutes of 2022 Annual Meeting

5:00 PM        Social Hour

6:00 PM        Mexican Fiesta Dinner

6:30 PM        Business Meeting: 

                                    Approve Minutes of the 56th Annual Meeting

                                    Approve 2022 Treasure’s Report

                                    Election of Officers & Directors

                                    Ratify actions of the Board of Directors

7:00 PM       Speakers: Marissa Duque & Chris Garrock of the

                                       Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

DRAFT



Minutes of TLA Annual Meeting – August 4, 2022 (Cont’d) DRAFT



Minutes of TLA Annual Meeting – August 4, 2022 (Cont’d) DRAFT



2022 Financial Report



Slate of Officers & Directors - 2023 through 2025

Officers:
(Two-year terms ending in 2025)
Executive Secretary ……………….. Greg Fredericksen
Treasurer ……………………………….. Ed Gourley

Zone Directors:
(Two-year terms ending in 2025)
Zone A (Clearwater) ………………. **Open**
Zone B (Milton)………………………. Greg Fredericksen
Zone C (Torch Lake) ……………….. Brian Hayes
Zone D (Central Lake) …………….. Steve Laurenz
Zone E (Forest Home) ……………. Chris Herb
Zone F (Helena) ……………………… **Open**
Zone G (Custer) ……………………… Gary Knapp
Zone H (Kearney) …………………… Gary Bart

Zone Directors:
(One-year term ending in 2024)
Zone C (Torch Lake) ……………….. ** Open**
Zone F (Helena) ……………………… ** Open**
Zone H (Kearney) …………………… ** Open**

Per TLA By-Laws, Article V: Election of Vice President and Treasurer takes place in 
odd-numbered years. Election of President and Secretary takes place in even-
numbered years. Terms run for two years. Terms for Zone Directors and Directors at 
Large are for two years; terms are staggered so that half the board is elected each 
year.
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