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Meet our Board

Officers:

President — Fred Sittel

Vice President — Rick Doornbos
Treasurer — Ed Gourley
Secretary — Greg Fredericksen
Past President — Mike Bertram

Committee Chairs:
Water Quality — Rick Doornbos
Membership — Carol Fricke
Education — Steve Laurenz

Publicity - Chris Herb
Lake Monitoring — Cheryl Lynn Fields

Executive Director:

Lois MacLean

Our Mission:

Zone Directors:

Zone A: Clearwater Township:
Cheryl Lynn Fields, Tina Norris Fields
Zone B: Milton Township:
Rick Doornbos, Greg Fredericksen
Zone C: Torch Lake Township:
Brian Hayes, Open
Zone D: Central Lake Township:
Todd Collins, Steve Laurenz
Zone E: Forest Home Township:
Fred Sittel, Chris Herb
Zone F: Helena Township:
Carol Fricke, Open
Zone G: Custer Township:
Gary Knapp, Sheri Greenhoe
Zone H: Kearney Township:
Gary Bart, Open

Directors at Large:

Norton Bretz, Art Hoadley, Gary Knap

Provide leadership to preserve, protect, and improve the environmental
guality of the Elk River Chain of Lakes Watershed for all generations with
emphasis on Lake Bellaire, Clam Lake, Torch Lake and their tributaries.



RECENT ACTIVITIES

Volunteer Lake Monitoring

TLA has been monitoring water quality in
Bellaire, Clam, and Torch lakes for over twenty
years to determine long term trends and detect
early warning signals. Monitoring consists of
water clarity measurements and Chlorophyl-a
samples every two weeks. Mid-lake
phosphorous samples are taken in the Spring
and Fall to keep an eye on nutrient levels.

In-lake NDD Experiment

Devised by Dr. Jan Stevenson (MSU), this in-
lake experiment is designed to answer the
question of whether more or less nutrient
availability led to the appearance of Golden
Brown Algae. Frames made from PVC pipe
containing one of four nutrient treatments were
replicated four times each and deployed at two
location on Torch Lake. After one month,
sediment and algae samples were collected
inside and outside of each frame. Cell counts
and species composition are being examined by
Dr. Stevenson and the chemistry of the GBA
mat is being analyzed by a commercial
laboratory.

GBA Characterization Study

A two year study by Dr. Jan Stevenson continues our
quest to determine why Golden Brown Algae has
increased its abundance on Torch Lake in recent years.
A survey of twenty specifically selected sites will be
conducted in 2023 and 2024. The objective is to relate
the abundance of benthic algae to the species
composition and chemistry of the benthic algae mat.
The survey is being coordinated with a USGS study
sponsored by Torch Lake Protection Alliance. In
combination, these studies hope to identify whether
human activities led to an increased abundance of
benthic algae.




RECENT ACTIVITIES

WWTP permit update

After emergency releases totaling twenty million
gallons of partially treated wastewater from the
Village of Bellaire Waste Water Treatment Plant last
year, changes were made to the WWTP process
which will be reflected in the renewal of the plant’s
permit in 2024. TLA's goal is to make certain
changes to the permit do not end up allowing more
phosphorus to be discharged to the waters of Lake
Bellaire and the lower chain of lakes.

Summer Intern Program

This summer, three students from three area high
schools are participating in a study to determine the
density of invasive quagga mussels and the depths
at which they inhabit Torch Lake. The team scored
big points for innovation by combining equipment for
physical sample collection with underwater video at
depths from 40 to 150 feet and sample collection to
depths of 200 feet. Video revealed the hit or miss
nature of some sample grabs and the pervasive
carpet of quagga mussels existing in the forty to
seventy foot depth range.

Eurasian watermilfoil

TLA joined forces with members of Torch Lake
Protection Alliance to monitor and treat the
known sites of invasive Eurasian Water Milfoil in
Torch Lake. Currently there are six sites under
observation which will be either chemically
treated or the plants will be hand-pulled by the
team this summer. The team is beginning a
survey process in Clam Lake this year as well.




RECENT ACTIVITIES

Community Education

An event in July under a tent at Alden Depot
brought everyone together in a relaxing
atmosphere to learn about important things that
affect our environment. Attendees leaned about
septic system from our area Health Department
Sanitarian, oak wilt disease threatening yet
another tree species in our watershed, an
engineering analysis of local dam capacity

based on the recently completed hydrology
model, quagga mussels invading our lakes and
an update on the ongoing investigation into
causes of Golden Brown Algae.

Science Education
Qutreach Program

The SEOP program continues to get area
elementary students involved in hands-on
activities encouraging the future stewards of our
lakes and to love and appreciate our natural
resources. Grants were awarded to Birch Street
Elementary and Rapid City Elementary in the
Kalkaska School District, John Rodger
Elementary in the Bellaire School District and to
Central Lake Elementary.

Grants and Funding

TLA was awarded a $2000 grant from Paddle Antrim’s “Ripple
Effect” grant program to help offset the cost of the Torch Lake
20 Site Golden Brown Algae Characterization Study. Additional
grants have been applied for to support this large project. We
don’t expect to receive information on new grant status until the
end of August. The Gerrit Lee Wierda Memorial Fund helps to
fund our internship program. The Dole Family Foundation helps
to fund our water quality studies. We sincerely appreciate all of
the help in funding our work to preserve and protect our waters!
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Bob & Priscilla Baker
Gary & Carla Bart
James Behrendt
Truman & Linda Bicum
Sharon Branson

Todd Brighton

Jeff Burkhart

Edwin Campbell

John & Barbara Carton
Elizabeth Charlton
Bob & Dorothy Clore
Donald Paul & Mary
Command

Mark Cowles

Evan Craig, ROMYR, INC.

Dan & Amy Crites
James Cross

Bob Davidson

Larry Dittmar

Erian and Michelle Duly
Bryan & Patty Edmonson
Jim & Terry Ferguson
Cheryl Lynn Fields
William French &
Jennifer Dawson

Greg Golday

Donna Gundle-Krieg
Barbara Hanson

Byme & Hope Harmon
Phil & Carol Heles
Arthur & Carol Hoadley
Robert Hockenberger
Janet & Kathryn Horton
Gerald Hommel
Melanie Huttenga

Ted & Gretchen lono
Heather Irvine

Susan Judson

Linda and Bill Kennedy
Janet Kilhan

Gary & Sue Knapp
MNorbert & Nancy Kollin

Our members and donors make the important work of TLA possible.
Thank you for your commitment to water protection!

Benjamin & Hlllary Lane
Mike & Becky Lanham
Beth Lavasseur

Kirk & Connie Lignell
Robert Logee

Jan Loveland

Rita MacKay

Marsie Martien

Ann MeClelland

Geary McLaughlin

Rick & Leshe Meyers
Greg Maller

Keene Guadry & Murray Moore
Bill & Lindy Munn
Patricia Narwold

Timothy & Wendy Nickels
Sue Palermo

Terry & Rebecca Patton
Matthew & Michelle Perkins
Mancy Podurgel

Mary Ann Porter

Judi & David Pressick
Wade E. Roush

Thomas & Marsa Rowe
Dorothy Schaefer

Brett & Barbara Seabury
James & Karen Sheppard
Jim & Diane Slagle

Brook & Jean Smith

John Spotts

Manlyn Strader

Michael & Pauline Suszan
Marjorie Teglhog

Paul & Mary VanHese
Don & Susan Venburg
Judy Ward Baer

Terry & Liedewey Weaver
Laura Wilcox

Camp Hayo-Went-Ha YMCA
Harry Zientek

Sholund Trust

Lakeside Properties Real Estate

15 Anonymous - Basic

Donor: $100-249
James & Susan Abdnor
Kathenne Amerman &
John Vogel

Brigitte Anderson
Marjorie (M.J) Anderson
L. Lows and Mandy
Andreopoulos

Cory Arsnoe

Patricia Avery

Laura Avery Remley
Robert & Jennifer Banks
Robert Barron

Butch (Charles) Bartz
Toby Beach

Frederick & Kathryn
Bechtold

Henry Berger

Joseph Berkowska & Ina
Fernandez

Albert & Janet Bemnat
Steve & Pat Biegel
Sandra and Ronald Bielak
Charles Bingham 111
Carrol Blake

Grege & Judith Blaszak
Laura Blessed

William Blessed

Janet McMish & Alan Bliss
Brian & Laura Bosgraaf
Dan & Jeri Lynn Braunlin
Art & Cathy Brereton
Kathleen Brodhag

Buzz & Linda Bryson
Dana Bucknam

Richard Cicone &
Carolyn Burke

Andrew Calcaterra
Barbara Cannon

Stephen & Janice Carlson
John Carmichael

Don Chakeres

Gary Chenoweth

Richard & Constance Claar
The Clamelot Company LLC
Mitchell & Lon Clauw
Ernest Todd Collins
Martie Conner

Robert & Rita Cook

Gregory Cooksey

Pat & Judy Corso

Bryvan Coughlin

Jay & Tami Crank
Barbara Cribar

Peter Daily

Suzanne k. Davies
Marjorie DeCapite
Gerald & Lynne Delling
Greg & Sarah Dickey
Elizabeth Dowling

Ken & Clandia Drake
Mark & Diane Duncan
Ralph G, Dunlop Jr.
Mark & Deborah Eberly
Deborah Ehrlich

Leo Eisenberg

Fristin Elbert

Jeff & Linda Elson
Barbara Fain

James & Deborah Fellowes
Fourtis & Lynn Finch
Michael Fitzsimmons &
Hope Haefner

Dick & Jan Folk

Michael & Delene Franch
David Frankel &

Sharon Tyson

Rick & Jane Franz
Gregory Fredericksen
Mark and Kristen Freund
William & Constance Frey
Christian Fuller

Michael & Carolyn Galsterer
Al & Marilyn Gibbs
Thomas Goreyca
Chnstopher Green

James & Shen Greenhoe
Mel Gregware

Dave and Virginia Gnffis
Adam Grnde

Sharon Gunn

Fathleen Haglage
Michael & Mary Haley
Ted & Jeanne Hammond
{ Edward)

Denms Harrell

The Hayes Fanuly

David & Joan Heinz



Richard Hendershott
Annabelle Henley

The Herrington - Fitch
Family Foundation
Willliam & Debbie Hershey
HFLP, LLC

Christopher Hilton

Don Hirt

Stephen Hoadley

Patrick & Stephanie Howell
Rebecca Huffman

David Hulefeld

Thomas & Elizabeth Irwin
Jovee Isenga

Dan & Ann lsola

Susan Jeffery

Sorg Jerry

Mera Jetton Kohler

Jim & Amy Keane
Robert & Mary Keedy
Patrick & Sue Kelly
Karen Kerrigan

Kathryn Kirn

Wilham & June Kirwin
Tom Kirwin

David Knight

Kevin Krauss

Kenneth Kubitschek

Mic & Mary Lajiness
Lewis & Shelley Lake
Mike & Helen Lambert
John P, Lambert

Steven & Linda Laurenz
Douglas & Ellen Law
Brad & Mancy Lawton
Pamela Lewsley

Michael & Sandra Lininger
Tom & Luey Lloyd

Ron & Sher Loeb

Ray Ludwa

Carol Luzynski

Ron Lynch

John Mach

Jodi MacKenzie

Chfford Maine

Frank & Elizabeth Malone
Jeff & Margie Manley
Charles Mann

Fredrck Manuel

Thomas & Dolores Marsh
Jane & David Martin
Chris & Pam McCoy

Roy & Dolores McNish
Tom Mever

Sally Miller

Col. Thomas W. Miller (Ret.)
Richard & Diana Milock
Bruce D & Karen Mitchell
Jay Mittner & Cnstina Torres
James & Janet Montoomery Jr.
Kirk Morey

Patrick Morrissey

Beth Mountjoy

David & Jean Muntz
Audrey Murtland

Rov & Susan Nichols
John & Catherine
Micholson

Tom & Anita Nordberg
Todd & Minda MNorris
Rebecca M. Norris

Mike & Suc Novak
Deborah Obrecht

Sherry O Connor
Patrick & Linda O Leary
Judith Oswald

Jerry & Linda Ozanne
John Packer

Tim Palmisano

Gerald Parka

Rodney Pease

Gary & Lyn Petty
Margaret Pierce

Ed & Julia Pietrowicz
Paul & Carole Poljan
Betsy Powell

George & Nancy Powell
June Prein

Raobert C. Probst

Franz & Helen Pussel Jr.
Brian & Lisa Rathke, DDS
Jeffrey Richards

Karen Rolf

Michael Rontal

Michael & Sharon Root
Bruce & Susan Ross
Katie Roth

Paul & Patricia Roush
Hal & Sue Rummery
Cheryl Sallwasser

Dan & Pat Schrmck
Tony & Anne Schmidt
Jonathan Schmidt

Judi Schneider

George & Darlene
Schneller

Dave & Erica Schulze
Theresa Schurman

Max & Ann Schwandt
Lee & Dons Scott

Carole & Charles Selander
Frederick Sevald

Michael Shubeck

Tom & Pam Sicgenthaler
Ruth Ann Silvernail

Jim & Susan Sington
Fred & Susan Sittel

Blake & Kelly Sobol

Tom Willette &

Bonme Southerland

Tom & Deborah Southworth
Bob & hll Spencer

Karen & Ted Stone
Robert & Ruth Stow
Summit Village Assoc. of
Shanty Creck

Mark & Marsha Suszan
Kjell & Sue Svensson
Jim Tambling & Chnis
Woodling

Beverly & James Taup
Ralph & Barbara Thayer
Gary & Lori Thelen

Scott Thompson

Anna Tobiczvk

Daryl & Stacy Trierweiler
MNancy Twiss

Sharon Tylenda

Laura Van Viack

Barbara VanPelt and Diavid Varoa
Tom & Susan Verellen
David & Beverly Visser
Thomas & Kathleen Volle
Kenneth Warnke

Gerald Warren

Tom & Jane Weaver
David & Micole Webhb
Phil & Gloria Weiss
Richard Welsh

George & Lucille
Westerman

Jim White

Ted & Joy Whattlesey
Robert & Barbara Widmer
Carolyn Wierda

Glenn {Casey) Wiggins

Frank & Judy Wilhelme
Jeff and Janet Wilhams
Marilee Williams

Craig Williamson
Barbara Young

Scott Zimpher

Zeeb Family

Shorts Brewing Company
Pine Hill Nursery
Village Market

49 Anonymous - Donor

Leader: $250-499
Michael & Kathleen Babb
Curt & Beverly Bunte
James Chauncey

J Lewis Cooper Jr

John & Pat Curtis

Rick & Sandy Doombos
Richard and Sheila Durda
Willizzn Dvorsk & Gela Bocbel
James Fisher

Tom & Carol Fricke
James & Lucy Gerlach
Chris and Laurie Herb
Bob & Beth Hough

Ann & Kevin Lynch
Matthew & Laurie
MeAuliffe

James MeClurg

Gavin & Allison
MeDermott

Linda Miller

Gary & Michele Osterfeld
William & Judith Owen
Thomas & Susan Palmer
LB & Cynthia Patti

Chiff & Cherie Pixler
David & Tracey Prindiville
Amy & Clark Shuler
Paula Shuler & Joe Schaap
Robert Wamer

Lynn & Scott West
Timothy & Josephine
Young

Alden State Bank

5 Anonymous - Leader



Steward: $500-
999

Tim & Deb Brodenck
Chris & Cindy Coble
Peter & Susanne Keller
Duane & Jill Meyer
Stephanie Pereira

Mark & Sherie Priest
Matthew Ryan

Gary & Jill Scheitler -Sand
Bar Club LLTC

Tom Mike & Barb Schowalter
Alan & Stacy Sollenberger
Jack Spence and Kathenine Yih
Betse Stuart and Dave Cudney
Ken Wrobel

Schuss Mt. POA

Howell & Wagner Famuly
Foundation

1 Anonymous - Steward

Benefactor:
$1000+

Rob & Linda Lanphier
2 Anonymous - Benefactor

Life Member:
Willis G. Ashby

Margaret & Brad Baxter
Carsten & Leigh Beith

Jeff & Stephanie Bigelow
Richard J. and Susan
Bingham

Reg & Ann Bird

Bob Black

M, & Mrs, JA. Blanchard, 11
Jerry & Hendrieka Bloom
John & Marianne Boukamp
Norton & Mary Lee Bretz
Bud & Donna Brian
Barbara Brownell

Cralg & Martha Burns

Sue Bums

Thomas & Pam Caldwell
Beverly and Scott Clode
Tom & Peg Comfort

Lewis Cooper 111

Betsy & Stanley Dole, Jr.
Duane & Patncia A Drake
Dr. J. & Nancy Edleman
Larry & Tina Fields

Karen Franseen

Richard & Constance Garcia
Edward & Sandra Gourley
Dale Hanson

Robert & Julia Hedt Jr.
Lisa Hildorf & Mark Castellam
David L Hunstad M.D,
Katic Hunter

Barnaby & Linda Jacob
Willham & Bonmie Kumm
James & Mary LaFleur
Thomas & Deborah Lance
Patricia Liesitk & Phylhis Louna

Ray Loeschner

Richard & Cheryl Maury
Mernll & Jena Morey

Enc & Mana Morgan

Tye Nordberg

Richard & Vickilyn Olsafsky
F. Verne Powell

David & Susan Reck
Susan Sarin

Albert & Amelia Scaglione
Carl Schiele

Josh Scott

Dr. John N. Sheagren

Dr. Damell Torch
Chiropractic

Charles & Chris Ward
DeWitt Marine

3 Anonymous - Life
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