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President’s Message

Sixty years ago, at a meeting held on July 11, the Three Lakes Association was formed and commenced 
what it has been doing ever since, taking responsibility for the maintenance of water quality through 
a variety of programs. The focus has always been on environmental science, volunteer monitoring, 
increasing public education and awareness and encouraging people who live and vacation in 
this unique region to take responsibility for preserving what has been passed down to us. The 
organization’s founding members were struck by the unique beauty of our lakes and in the face of 
environmental threats joined together to help preserve our lake’s natural state. The name Three Lakes 
Association was chosen to highlight the interdependence of Lake Bellaire, Clam Lake and Torch Lake. 

As stated in the organization’s bylaws, the purposes of the Three Lakes Association are to test and 
monitor the water quality of our lakes and connecting rivers, to take the actions necessary to protect 
and preserve these waters, and to interact with other groups and organizations that share similar 
goals. These purposes reflect an acknowledgement that our natural resources and the waters of our 
beloved lakes have limited capacity to accommodate the cumulative impacts of population growth and 
development.

Even though Michigan waterways fall under the protection of several governmental bodies and despite 
the permitting process required to develop real estate, few if any local officials are charged with 
monitoring long-term environmental impacts. Local officials need our support.  Those of us who live 
or vacation in the Elk River Chain of Lakes watershed have an obligation to care for and protect its 
natural resources. By taking responsibility and exercising initiative, by attending and speaking up at 
Township zoning and planning meetings, by reviewing permit applications, by testing water quality, by 
distributing informative publications, together we can help mitigate adverse impacts from population 
growth and development.  

Every member of the Three Lakes Association is a contributor to these efforts. By showing a concern 
for preserving water quality all TLA members are bound together in this goal to protect and preserve 
our lakes. Thank you for your support and active involvement in this vital effort.

Fred Sittel
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Agenda 

5:00 p.m.	 Social Hour
6:00 p.m.	 Dinner
6:30 p.m.	 Business Meeting:
			   Approve minutes of the 2025 Annual Meeting
			   Treasurer’s Report
			   Bylaws Update
			   Election of Officers and Directors
			   Ratify actions of the Board of Directors
7:00 p.m.	 E.coli Monitoring presentation by Caroline Keson, Nonpoint Source Program Monitoring 
	 Coordinator for the Michigan Dept. of Environment,  Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE)
7:20 p.m.	 Member questions and discussion

Meet our Board
Officers:
President – Fred Sittel
Vice President – Rick Doornbos
Treasurer – Ed Gourley
Secretary – Greg Fredericksen
Past President – Mike Bertram

Committee Chairs:
Water Quality – Rick Doornbos
Membership – Chris Herb
Education – Steve Laurenz
Publicity – Chris Herb

Executive Director:
Lois MacLean

Directors Emeriti for Life:
Tina Norris Fields, Becky Norris, 
Norton Bretz
 
 

Zone Directors:
Zone Directors keep the board 
up to date on happenings in their 
townships, focusing on water 
related topics. 

Clearwater Township:
Linda Anderson-Jarosz, + Open 

Milton Township:
Rick Doornbos, Greg Fredericksen 

Torch Lake Township:
Casey Wiggins, + Open 

Central Lake Township:
Steve Laurenz, Brian Hayes 

Forest Home Township:
Fred Sittel, Chris Herb 
 

Helena Township: 
Mike Haley, Gary Mayes
 
Custer Township:
Gary Knapp, Sheri Greenhoe
 
Kearney Township:
Gary Bart, + Open
 
Directors at Large:
Mike Novak, + Open
 
Our Mission:
Provide leadership to preserve, 
protect and improve the 
environmental quality of the Elk 
River Chain of Lakes Watershed 
for all generations with emphasis 
on Lake Bellaire, Clam Lake, 
Torch Lake and their tributaries.
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Minutes of the 2025 Annual Meeting
Three Lakes Association
59th Annual Meeting – August 7, 2025 
DRAFT

The 59th annual membership meeting of the Three Lakes Association was held on August 7, 2025, at 
the Summit Village Beach Club on Lake Bellaire with 72 in attendance.

Introduction
Executive Director, Lois MacLean, welcomed everyone to the annual meeting noting that TLA can only 
do what it does because of supporters – Thank you!  Lois introduced the summer intern team.  Thanks 
went out to the businesses that contributed to the Science Education Outreach Program silent auction, 
the Dole Family Foundation for the grant for e.coli testing, Antrim Women’s Alliance and the Wierda 
Fund donors for support for the internship program.  Additional thanks to the Summit Village Beach 
Club for the use of the facility, Leslie Meyers for arranging the food and beverages and to Sandy Munoz 
and her assistants, for the fantastic Italian Feast.
 
Lois introduced Fred Sittel who shared a brief summary of e.coli testing of seven tributaries of 
the three lakes, and gave a brief update on the golden brown algae study status.  Fred also shared 
information regarding the silt and algae present at the Beach Club’s beach area.

Call to Order:
President Fred Sittel called the business meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and explained the process for the 
business meeting.

Approval of Preceding Year’s Annual Meeting Minutes:
MOTION by Leslie Meyers, second by Becky Norris to waive the reading of the minutes included in the 
packet of the 2024 annual meeting of the Three Lakes Association.  Motion carried.

MOTION by Greg Fredericksen, second by Cynthia Pattie to approve the minutes of the 2024 annual 
meeting of the Three Lakes Association.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:
The Treasurer’s FYE 2024 report included in the meeting packet. Treasurer, Ed Gourley, commented that 
the Association is financially strong and offered to respond to any questions.  There were no questions.
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MOTION by Lois MacLean, second by Chris Herb to approve the Treasurer’s report for FYE 2024 as 
presented.  Motion carried.

Election of Officers and Board of directors:

The proposed slate of candidates was included in the meeting packet. President Fred Sittel explained 
the schedule of terms as well as the vacancies we hope to fill.

Opened nominations from the floor.  Linda Anderson-Jarosz volunteered to fill Clearwater Township 
opening with the term ending 2027.

No other nominations or volunteers offered.

The final slate of candidates standing for election is as follows:

Two-year terms ending in 2027
Vice President			  Rick Doornbos
Treasurer			   Ed Gourley
Zone A (Clearwater)		  Linda Anderson-
Jarosz
Zone B (Milton)		  Greg Fredericksen
Zone C (Torch Lake)		  ** Open **
Zone D (Central Lake)	 Steven Laurenz
Zone E (Forest Home)	 Fred Sittel
Zone F (Helena)		  Mike Haley

 
 
Zone G (Custer)		  Gary Knapp
Zone H (Kearney)		  Gary Bart
 
Directors at Large:		  ** Open **

One-year term ending in 2026
Zone A (Clearwater)		  ** Open ** 
Zone F (Helena)		  Gary Mayes
Zone H (Kearney)		  ** Open **

MOTION by Becky Norris, second by Brian Hayes to cast a unanimous ballot for the proposed slate of 
candidates of officers and directors, including the Zone A addition.  Motion carried.

Ratification of Actions of the Board:
MOTION by Greg Fredericksen, second by Chuck Ward, that the membership ratify the actions taken 
by the Board of Directors since the annual meeting of 2024. Motion carried.

Acknowledgments and Recognition of Retiring Board Members:
Fred Sittel presented Art Hoadley a plaque in appreciation of his many years of service on the board, as 
a Director at Large and as our aerial photographer.

2025 Draft Annual Meeting Minuets Continued
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2025 Draft Annual Meeting Minuets Continued

Adjournment:
MOTION by Lois MacLean, second by Greg Fredericksen to adjourn the business meeting. Adjourned 
at 7:18 p.m.

Program: 
Fred introduced Antrim County Operator of Dams and Drain Commissioner, Leslie Meyers, who 
presented an update on the importance of addressing the dams and culverts in the chain of lakes as 
major maintenance projects before they become major emergencies.

Respectfully submitted,
Greg Fredericksen
Corporate Secretary 								        End of Meeting Minutes

Treasurer’s Report
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Proposed Slate of Officers and Directors
Per TLA By-Laws, Article V: Election of President and Secretary takes place in even-numbered years. 
Election of Vice President and Treasurer takes place in odd-numbered years. Terms run for two years. 
Terms for Zone Directors and Directors at Large are for two years; terms are staggered so that half the 
board is elected each year.

Officers: (Two-year terms ending in 2028)
President		  Fred Sittel
Secretary		  Greg Fredericksen

Directors at Large:
Mike Novak

Zone Directors: (Two-year terms ending in 2028)
Zone A (Clearwater)	 **Open**
Zone B (Milton)	 Rick Doornbos 

 
Zone C (Torch Lake)		  Casey Wiggins
Zone D (Central Lake)	 Brian Hayes 
Zone E (Forest Home)	 **Open**
Zone F (Helena)		  Gary Mayes
Zone G (Custer)		  Sheri Greenhoe
Zone H (Kearney)		  **Open**

(One-year term ending in 2027)
Zone C (Torch Lake)		  **Open**

Proposed Bylaws Change:
Article IV-Board of Directors, Section 2
Current:
All Directors of the organization shall be active members.
The Board shall consist of the elected Officers (4), the Immediate Past President, the Archivist-Historian, 
the Committee Chairs, the Zone Directors, the Directors at Large and the Emeritus Directors.

Proposed change:
All Directors of the organization shall be active members.
The Board shall consist of the elected Officers (4), the Immediate Past President (add:)  for a period of 
two years, the Archivist-Historian, the Committee Chairs, the Zone Directors, the Directors at Large 
and the Emeritus Directors.

With the proposed change:
All Directors of the organization shall be active members.
The Board shall consist of the elected Officers (4), the Immediate Past President for a period of two 
years, the Archivist-Historian, the Committee Chairs, the Zone Directors, the Directors at Large and 
the Emeritus Directors.
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Membership
Our members and donors make the important work of TLA possible.
Thank you for your commitment to water protection and your continued support!

Basic up to $99
Ellen Addington
Randy Balconi
Gary and Carla Bart
John and Barbara Carton
Bob and Dorothy Clore
Mark Cowles and Patricia Zajac
Suzanne K. Davies
Larry Dittmar
Brian and Michelle Duly
Mark and Diane Duncan
Jim and Terry Ferguson
William French & Jennifer Dawson
Tammy Gardner
Greg Golday
Donna Gundle-Krieg
Sue Hicks
Arthur Hoadley
Steve and Brett Howard
Craig Hupp
Melanie Huttenga
Dennis Irelan
Doug and Amber Irrer
Megan Irving
Patrick and Sue Kelly
Janet Killian
Gary and Sue Knapp
Beth Lavasseur
Robert Logee
Ron Lynch
Clifford Maine

Gary Mayes
Ann McClelland
James and Pat McClurg
Geary McLaughlin
Greg & Bonnie Miller
James and Janet Montgomery Jr.
Keene Guidry and Murray Moore
Patrick and Linda O’Leary
Sue Palermo
Terry and Rebecca Patton
Margaret  Pierce
Cliff and Cherie Pixler
Jim Roach
Keith Ross
Dorothy Schaefer
Judi Schneider
J Hans Schwab
Diane Slagle
Brook and Jean Smith
John Spotts
Marilyn Strader
Michael Suszan
Scott Thompson
Daryl and Stacy Trierweiler
Sharon Tylenda
Richard Van Stolk - Harmony Hall LLC
Zeeb Family

Donor $100 - $249
James and Susan Abdnor
Meg and Glen Ackerman

Rob Allen
Katherine Amerman & John Vogel
Linda & Dale Anderson-Jarosz
L. Louis and Mandy Andreopoulos
Cory Arsnoe
Gerald and Terrie Ash
Randy and Peg Asmus
Richard Axtell
Michael and Kathleen Babb
Bob and Priscilla Baker
Robert and Jennifer Banks
Laurie Baum
Toby Beach
Frederick and Kathryn Bechtold
Henry Berger
Albert and Janet Bernat
Truman and Linda Bicum
Steve and Pat Biegel
Charles Bingham III
Gregg and Judith Blaszak
William Blessed
Gary and Linda Bokerman
Holly Bolhouse
Dan and Jeri Lynn Braunlin
Art and Cathy Brereton
Short’s Brewing
Kathleen Brodhag
Dennis Bruce
Buzz and Linda Bryson
Jeff Burkhart
Barbara Cannon
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Membership Continued

Don Chakeres
John and Susan Chase
Gary Chenoweth
Mitchell and Lori Clauw
Allan Cogan
Martie Conner
Robert and Rita Cook
Gregory Cooksey
Leslie and Robert Cooper
Pat and Judy Corso
Barbara Cribar
James Cross
Kristine Crossman
Peter Daily
Sheryl Day
Greg and Sarah Dickey
Kay Doheny
Elizabeth Dowling
Claudia Drake
Ralph G. Dunlop Jr.
Richard and Sheila Durda
William Dvorak & Gela Boebel
Mark and Deborah Eberly
Bryan and Patty Edmonson
Leo Eisenberg
Kristin Elbert
Jeff and Linda Elson
James and Deborah Fellowes
Michael  Fitzsimmons & Hope Haefner
George Fogel
Scott and Dana Fraim
David Frankel and Sharon Tyson
Christian Fuller
David and Marian Geohegan
James and Lucy Gerlach

Donald and Silvia Gill
Christopher Green
Drs. Jeffrey and Donna Green
James and Sheri Greenhoe
Mel Gregware
Virginia and David Griffis
Adam Grinde
William Gurevich
Randall and Kimberly Hack
Jeff Halverson
John Julie Hamaty
Ted and Jeann Hammond (Edward)
Dennis Harrell
David and Joan Heinz
Phil and Carol Heles
David Hendershott
Annabelle Henley
The Herrington - Fitch Family Foundation
Willliam and Debbie Hershey
HFLP, LLC
Alan B and Cynthia Hickman
Melinda and David Hileman
Christopher Hilton
Stephen Hoadley
Robert Hockenberger Jr.
Patrick and Stephanie Howell
Kim and Lisa Hubert
David Hulefeld
Ted and Gretchen Iorio
Heather Irvine
Thomas and Elizabeth Irwin
Sally Jaynes
Mera Jetton Kohler
Judy Jones
Robert and Mary Keedy

Peter and Susanne Keller
Linda and Bill Kennedy
Kathryn Kirn and Karen Kirn MacCracken
William and June Kirwin
Thomas Kirwin
Kevin and Molly Krauss
Kenneth Kubitschek
John P. Lambert
Mike and Helen Lambert
Wayne Lancaster & Lucie Gregoire
Thomas and Mary Lane
Benjamin and Hillary Lane
Mike and Becky Lanham
Steven and Linda Laurenz
Douglas and Ellen Law
Bruce R. Leech
Greg Leschuk
Michael and Sandra Lininger
Tom and Lucy Lloyd
Ray and Nancy Ludwa
Ann and Kevin Lynch
John Mach
Rita MacKay
Michael and Brenda MacKay
Jodi MacKenzie
Lois MacLean
Dave & Peg Mahaffy
Frank and Elizabeth Malone
Charles and Janice Mann
Bo Manning
Thomas and Dolores Marsh
Marsie Martien
Matthew and Laurie McAuliffe
Donald McClellan
Karen McDiarmid
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Kyle McLeod
Sally Miller
Robert Milliron
Richard and Diana Milock
Bruce D. and Karen Mitchell
Jay Mittner & Cristina Torres
Kirk Morey
Beth Mountjoy
Dave and Kristy Nichols
Timothy and Wendy Nickels
Rebecca M. Norris
Todd and Minda Norris
Mike and Sue Novak
Deborah Obrecht
Judith Oswald
John Packer
Carl and Zan Palmer
Brian and Christy Panuccio
Laura and David Pauwels
Rodney Pease
Gary and Lyn Petty
Ed and Julia Pietrowicz
Pine Hill Nursery
Paul and Carole Poljan
Julia Pollister Amos
Betsy Powell
George and Nancy Powell
June Prein
Judi and David Pressick
Mark and Sherie Priest
Robert C. Probst
Brian and Lisa Rathke, DDS
The Robinson Family Partnership
Michael and Sharon Root

Bruce and Susan Ross
Katie Roth
Paul and Patricia Roush
Thomas and Marisa Rowe
Cheryl Sallwasser
David Sawin
Dan and Pat Schmick
Jonathan Schmidt
George and Darlene Schneller
Theresa Schurman
Max and Ann Schwandt
Lee and Doris Scott
Brett and Barbara Seabury
Frederick Sevald
Doug Sharp
James Sheppard
Tom and Pam Siegenthaler
Ruth Ann Silvernail
Jim and Susan Sington
Aaron and Donene Smith
Dan and Martha Soenen
Tom Willette and Bonnie Southerland
Tom Southworth
Pamela and Alan Stewart
Karen and Ted Stone
Robert and Ruth Stow
Jannifer Stromberg
Summit Village Assoc. of Shanty Creek
Martha Sutterer
Kjell and Sue Svensson
Jim Tambling and Chris Woodling
Marjorie Teglhoj
Gary and Lori Thelen
Nancy Twiss

Laura Van Vlack
Barbara VanPelt and David Varga
Don and Susan Venburg
Daniel Verderbar
Tom and Susan Verellen
Village Market
Nick & Anita Vlachos
Thomas and Kathleen Volle
Rusty and Sandy Wagner
Kenneth Warnke
Tom and Jane Weaver
Alan and Kim Weder
Richard Welsh
Jim White
Ted and Joy Whittlesey
Robert and Barbara Widmer
Carolyn Wierda
Glenn (Casey) Wiggins
Laura Wilcox
Frank and Judy Wilhelme
Jeff and Janet Williams
Craig and Carol Williamson 
Lucy Woodward
Barbara Young
Scott Zimpher
John Zoller

Leader $250 - $499
Joseph Berkowski & Ina Fernandez
Curt and Beverly Bunte
Richard Cicone and Carolyn Burke
Stephen and Janice Carlson
J Lewis Cooper Jr
John and Pat Curtis

Membership Continued
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Membership Continued

Rick and Sandy Doornbos
Eric Erlandson
Annette Evans
Kurtis and Lynn Finch
James Fisher
Dick and Jan Folk
Greg and Karen Fredericksen
Mark and Kristen Freund
John Gartner
Michael and Mary Haley
The Hayes Family
Chris and Laurie Herb
Steve and Cathy Hilfinger
Don Hirt & Lisa Hall
Bob and Beth Hough
Dan and Ann Isola
Mic and Mary Lajiness
Robert Lytle
Gavin and Allison McDermott
Linda Miller
Patrick Morrissey
William and Judith Owen
Jerry and Linda Ozanne
J.P. and Cynthia Patti
Nancy Podurgiel
Fred and Carolee Rolf
Gary Seiter
Amy and Clark Shuler
Wendy Smith
Mark and Marsha Suszan
Ralph and Barbara Thayer
Joe Ursuy
Todd Vitaz
Billy White Roofing LLC

Steward $500 - $999
Tim and Deb Broderick
Chris and Cindy Coble
Michael and Carolyn Galsterer
Jim and Amy Keane
Brian Klaus
Mark and Kerry Kurowski
Kevin and Sue Malone
Duane and Jill Meyer
Thomas and Susan Palmer
Matthew Ryan
Schuss Mt. P.O.A
Paula Shuler & Joe Schaap
David and Janet Sibbold
Elizabeth H Stuart
Robert Warner

Benefactor $1000 - $1999
J&J Torch Lake LLC
Rob and Linda Lanphier
Gary and Michele Osterfeld
Michael Shubeck & Nancy Monsour
Alan and Stacy Sollenberger

Life Members
Willis G. Ashby
Margaret and Brad Baxter
Carsten and Leigh Beith
Jeff and Stephanie Bigelow
Richard J. and Susan Bingham
Reg and Ann Bird
Bob Black
Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Blanchard, III
Jerry and Hendrieka Bloom

John and Marianne Boukamp
Norton and Mary Lee Bretz
Bud and Donna Brian
Barbara Brownell
Craig and Martha Burns
Sue Burns
Thomas and Pam Caldwell
Beverly and Scott Clode
Tom and Peg Comfort
Lewis Cooper III
Evan Craig, ROMYR, INC.
DeWitt Marine
DLH Builders
Betsy Dole
Patricia A. Drake
Dr. J. and Nancy Edleman
Larry and Tina Fields
Karen Franseen
Richard and Constance Garcia
Edward and Sandra Gourley
Robert and Julia Heidt Jr.
Lisa Hildorf and Mark Castellani
David L Hunstad M.D.
Katie Hunter
Barnaby and Linda Jacob
William and Bonnie Kumm
James and Mary LaFleur
Thomas and Deborah Lance
Patricia Liesik & Phyllis Louria
Ray Loeschner
Richard and Cheryl Maury
Eddie and Linda Miller
Merrill and Jena Morey
Eric and Maria Morgan
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Tye Nordberg
Richard and Vickilyn Olsafsky
F. Verne Powell
David and Susan Reck
Susan Sarin
Albert and Amelia Scaglione
Carl Schiele
Josh Scott
Dr. John N. Sheagren
Fred and Susan Sittel
Christian and Anja Stoldt
Dr. Darnell Torch Chiropractic
Charles and Chris Ward
Timothy and Josephine Young

80 donors prefer to donate 
anonymously.

THANK YOU, SEOP  
silent auction donors:
A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort
Alden Mill House
Auto Value - Bellaire
Bachmann’s
BC Pizza of Bellaire
Becky Norris
Bellaire Animal Hospital
Bellaire Lanes
Brenda Brainerd Ins. Agency
Brownwood
Butch’s Marina
Captains Choice
Cayer Gardens
Centennial Golf Course

Cheri Nesbitt Ins. Agency
Corner Store Central Lake
Ed Miller Pickle Ball Lessons
Family Fare
Iron Fish Distillery Tour
King Orchards
Little Treasures Toy & Gift
Merries Market Central Lake
Peg Mahaffy
Providence Farms
Riverside Marina
Ruthie’s Dairy & Chicken Twist
Sheri & Jim Greenhoe
Shook’s Orchard
Torch Cellars
Torch Lake Cafe
Vacation Properties Network
Wendy Werkmeister

Grants and Funding

Antrim Women’s Alliance donated in 
support of our Internship Program.

The Gerrit Lee Wierda Memorial Fund 
helps to fund our Internship Program.

The Dole Family Foundation helps to 
fund our water quality studies. 

We sincerely appreciate the funding of 
our work to educate and preserve and 
protect our waters!

Membership Continued thank you!


